NordiPro Meeting in Reykjavik, Thursday September 8th 2005 

1. Welcome by Christina.

Christina opened the meeting. 

2. Election of new chair.

Arild Haraldsen from Nordstella was elected as new chairman for NordiPro.

3. Walk-through of the agenda

Arild presented the agenda for the meeting and asked for comments on it.  The agenda was accepted.   

4. Short presentation.

Representatives from all the countries gave a short presentation of their organisations main activities, status and plans. 

i. Denmark presented some interesting projects they are working on.  New director, Lars Terkildsen, has recently been recruited. Seminars on ebXML are in preparation. In Denmark there is now the obligation that all invoices to the government are to be sent electronically. For this purpose the UBL 0,7 is to be used which is considered unfortunate, as it is not an accepted standard. There is a supply companies project ongoing and XML-transport sector project. Please have a look at the attached ppt. presentation

ii. In Finland the work is divided between FinPro who takes care of trade facilitation issues and Tieke who is more oriented on e-Commerce. Finland has recently been focusing on e-invoice issues.  They have obtained some interesting results.  It was mentioned that it would be interesting to have a coordination meeting with the other countries focusing on how to extend this process to them  – and how to influence the development in a wider scope.  

iii. Sweden.  The organization has been active, even though it is going through some evaluation and possible changes.  They have participated actively in public dialogue and are working on creating a folder on e-business matters, which will be published soon.   A copy will be sent to the group as soon as it is ready.  SwePro has been seen as a platform, but will now be a more project-oriented organization.  

iv. Norway, Nordstella is an active and project oriented private organization dealing with e-business and trade facilitation, standards and implementation, blending the interest of public and the private concerns as a sector neutral group. It has links to the department of modernization e-government (IDA).   See more about the progress in the attached ppt presentation. 

v. Iceland is working on reforming their organisation.  The aim is to improve the work by including other interesting parties / associations, private and semi public, into one organisation.  IcePro has some active working groups and wants to improve the development in the country by merging or closer cooperation with the above-mentioned actors, and become a more project-oriented organisation.
5. eInvoice by Jari, Peder and Arild

Based on the UN recommendation 6 and TB15 work both Sweden and Finland have been working on ebXML, Sweafacture and Finvoice. The last period of time has been rather quiet.  There is a European conference coming up, which hopefully will speed up the process.  Signatures and VAT harmonisation were mentioned as the biggest outstanding issues.

Denmark is working on this separately.   eInvoice is now running actively based on UBL, which has been criticized heavily.   

It was decided that NordiPro would write a comment on the situation to Dick Raman and Gordon? on the cooperation with OASIS.  This should be done before September 26th. Following this a letter to the chair of UN/CEFACT regarding revision of rec. 6 is to be sent. Peder and Jari where asked to look into this matter.

6. Transport XML by Arild and Bjarne

Both NorStella and Danpro have been working actively on transport messages.  In Bjarne did describe the work the project that has 5 working groups. They aim at 3 messages end of this year. XML has more possibilities i.e.. as in EDIFACT the limit is 35 digits but no limit in XML. What is needed is a new core component directory. See attached ppt. presentation, which Bjarne gave to the Icelandic transport group. In Norway there has been work on similar project linked to the needs of the retailers who demand a XML message with tracking/barcode possibilities. 4 of the biggest retailers participate. There was discussion that the transport group has to have more transparency and UBL and core components to merge. Question how to have impact on the development.  

7. UNSPCS by Arild and Bjarne

Two years ago Norstella was asked to take care of the Norwegian implementation of UNSPCS but did decline. In Denmark EAN has started and later also in Norway. EAN/GS1 has a coordination committee and it seems that in all the Nordic countries they are the ones taking care of this issue.

8. Reference catalogue by Arild and Bjarne

Nordstella has made a draft for a reference catalogue (technical and interoperability) for Norway, which already is a platform for cooperation with Denmark, and probably more countries in the nearest future.  It is important to ensure a balance between private and public needs. The question is whether it will be used as recommendation or mandatory. There is still uncertainty about what will be done on this matter in Finland, Sweden and Iceland.  www.oio.dk pointed out for more information on this subject.


9. eCustoms by Christina and Karl G

The new EU legislation concerning e-Customs and security initiatives is going to have impact on businesses, transporters and customs and is a concern for trade in the EEA as it may be a hindrance to the free flow of goods and trade facilitation which is one of the fundamentals of that agreement. The 24 hour rule of prior notification, its content, and set up of Authorized Economic Operators, are the main concerns. The private side in the EFTA countries has not been duly informed about this development but imitative from i.e. from Norstella is going to open this issue in Norway. Iceland is also considering similar initiatives. The work of EUROPRO has been a very good imitative in this respect and is going to be discussed at its meeting. 

10. The situation in UN/CEFACT, CEN/ISSS and other int. org. by Christina

There was a discussion on the survey that was done on UN/ECE-CEFACT. It was decided that a comment that was made by Norway, Iceland and Switzerland at their last GEETP meeting would be distributed and discussed to morrow at the EUROPRO meeting. It could be decided there that the other countries could support the comment and should send it to their permanent delegations in Geneva. The general opinion was that we want to continue being within the UN, but there seems like nothing is happening there anymore.

11. Conclusions - How to proceed? What kind of role should Nordipro play?

All participants are satisfied with having those meetings once a year and continuously want NordiPro to be an informal network where it is easy to share information and put the accent on mutual needs i.e. towards the international organizations we are dealing with.  To run common projects and apply for funding from Nordic funds could be of an interest.  Though we have to be very selective regarding joint projects. 

In discussions all agreed that the use for pro organisations has never been bigger or more important than just now.  We have a future, but probably we have to rephrase our definitions according to new development and different needs.

12. Next meeting
Helsinki, May/June. Pre-meeting before UN/CEFACT forum. 

